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4 PROJECTS
  

THEMES

My work focuses on reinterpreting the tradition 
of street photography.  I take the performative 
process of discovering candid people and places 
and give it a twist. 

I am also interested in how photography can 
reveal the nature and limitations of human 
perception.

I love the poetic contrast presented by making art 
about the grand qualities of the mundane.



Panoramic Images

There are too many places in the world. What makes 
one location distinct from any other? How do we know 
where we’ve been and where we’re going? Photog-
raphy has traditionally been used as a way to answer 
these questions. “I was there because I have this pho-
tograph.” Or, “I’ve never been there, but it sure looks 
different from here.”

My work focuses on the assumptions behind everyday 
statements such as these. I strive to capture the lived 
experience of discovering a place. I am also interested 
in the way photographs abstract space and time; how 
they can capture cycles of construction and decon-
struction, and evidence of people living or just passing 
through. Together, the images present questions about 
cultural authenticity and what makes one location 
unique from any other.

Another larger theme in my work explores the nature 
of human perception and how unusual types of photo-
mechanical reproduction can make us think about our 
world in a fresh way. A panoramic photo is not “more 
real” but simply gives a new facet on how to think 
about how we see.

This series focuses on Japanese urban industrial archi-
tecture. The pictures are composed of individual photo-
graphs, shot in sequence, and then stitched together on 
a computer. I love the poetic relationship presented by 
making art about the grand qualities of mundane build-
ings — especially in a large-scale, panoramic format. 
Layers of history are brought to life in this wide angle of 
view as the eye compares the relationship of buildings 
and the spaces between them. The viewer discovers 
unexpected juxtapositions and whimsical details. 



Naha, Heiwa Shopping Avenue, 2007



Fukuoka, The ACROS
2008



Kyoto Station
2010



Fukuoka, Fuku-Haku Deai Bashi Bridge, 2008





Fukuoka, Street Corner, 2007





Tokyo, East Shinjuku, 2007





Interface

In the series Interface, I investigate the humanness 
that can be found in mechanical objects. I find in these 
objects a reflection of the people that anonymously 
build the cities around us; that anonymously roam the 
cities around us. Using fresh eyes, I can find fresh eyes 
winking back at me from surprising places.



Interface #7606 (Shibuya), 2007 



Interface #8679 (San Diego), 2008



Interface #5661 (Oita), 2007



Interface #2404 (San Francisco), 2009



Interface #7850 (Tokyo), 2008



Interface #7900 (Berlin), 2006



Interface #7735 (Ginza), 2008



Motion Studies

In this series I make abstractions using a slow shutter 
speed shot while moving the camera. Often exposed 
at night, these are all found lighting situations printed 
with minimal digital manipulations. I take many 
exposures, experimenting with subtleties and dramas, 
hunting for how a certain flick of the wrist divulges 
new information or drawing out an exposure to inten-
sify a scene.

Motion and time are rendered visible, graphically 
revealing the latent rhythms and patterns of the 
material world while tracing the camera’s navigation 
through it. My interest also lies in process: how to bal-
ance the chaos of a moving camera with the control 
gained over patient experimentation.

I am concerned with what motion reveals about the 
quality of a light source: does it flicker or vibrate, 
does it intersect with other lights, does it reveal an 
architectural shape or obscure it? These images blend 
a thin slice of space and a thick slice of time to create 
a fiction from a mundane reality.

Note: 
These images are presented in a light box format.



Motion Study #4999 (Palette Town), 2007



Motion Study #4995 (Odaiba), 2007





Motion Study #8848 (The Red Line), 2007



Motion Study #0385 (Union Square), 2009



Motion Study #2673 (Omotesando Hills), 2010
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These are images of my Great Aunt and her apartment 
in Paris. Regine was born in Poland, Dec 25, 1910 
and died in Paris in 2007. She had lived in Paris since 
1936 — and in this apartment for more than 30 years, 
widowed and without children or other family nearby. 
The images that make up this document reveal the 
passage of time on many scales. The waves of objects 
as they daily sweep in and out and also as they gradu-
ally accumulate around the edges.

They hint at both what is missing in her life and what 
fills it through layered compulsions of classification 
and arrangement. The natural accumulations that 
come from living in one’s home and living in one’s 
body. A spatial history of tchotchkes and living es-
sentials. 

It is important to note that these photos are not “set 
up”, these are found scenes. Note also that some 
images document the same scenes over a number of 
months and years. 



Bathroom, June 2003



Table Scene (Red), June 2003



Table Scene (Red), October 2005



Bathroom Scene (Brush), October 2005



Bathroom Scene (Soap), October 2005



Bathroom Scene (Mirror), October 2005  



Reginka Cukierman Struzevska (Flowers), March 2005  



Ari Salomon is represented by the SFMOMA Artists Gallery. 

Learn more about his work at: arisalomon.com



SELECTED EXHIBITIONS
2012 Best of OPEN Show 2011,  Apple Store, SF 

2011 From Japan To Japan,  Photo Gallery Oakland 

 Shadowshop,  A project by Stephanie Syjuco, SFMOMA 

 FOTO: Pushing Boundaries, Juried by Ada Takahashi, ARC Gallery, SF 

 Follow-ed: a collection of books influenced and inspired by Ed Ruscha,  

  Winchester Gallery, UK

 Habitat: Explorations of Home and Shelter in Contemporary Art, curated  

  by Carrie Lederer and Steven Pon, California Bank of Commerce, 

2010 Scene Unseen, Rayko Photo Center SF 

 One Shot x2, SF Photo Center Gallery 

 Lightbox Installation, with Andy Vogt, SFMOMA Minna St. Windows, SF

 Yokohama Photo Festival, Slideshow, Produced by Yoichi Nagata

 Synthetic Environments, Mina Dresden Gallery, SF

 SMaLL, CordenPotts Gallery, SF (Juried)

2009 It’s Still Life, Rayko Photo Center Gallery, SF

 New Work: Japan, SFMOMA Artists Gallery, SF (Solo show) 

2008 Photography.Book.Now, Blurb, SF (Honorable Mention)

 Insider/Outsider, Root Division, SF 

 Recent Panoramic Photos, Uptown Night Club, Oakland

 Whimsy, Rayko Photo Center Gallery, SF

2007 EMERGE!, Gen Art, SF 

 Hey Hot Shot!, Jen Bekman Gallery, NY 

 IAPP Panoramic Photography Contest, Valley Photo Center, MA

 Our World, SF Art Commission Gallery/City Hall, SF

 10 by 10, Mina Dresden Gallery, SF 

 6th International Festival of Photography, Łódz Art Center, Poland

2006 SF-Paris Artist Exchange, Cachi Art Studio, SF 

 All Over the Map, Calumet Gallery, SF

 Lost in Translation, ARTworkSF Gallery, SF 

2005  Le Génie de La Bastille, Paris, France

    Space Between, Hotel Triton, SF

2004 Artwalk, Embarcadero Center, SF, (Juried)

2003 Shifting Concrete, Future Tenant Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA

1999 UNCERTAINLY/Deepend, Queen’s College Library, U. of Melbourne

1998 Electric Prayer Wheel, Manchester Metropolitan University, ISEA98, UK

1997 CONDITION: not a sickness, Intersection for the Arts, SF

1996 Got BGH?, public installations, SF

1995 Cyberstroika, Southern Exposure, SF

    The Library, New Langton Arts, SF

AUCTIONS AND BENEFITS
SF Camerawork, Southern Exposure, Kala Art In-

stitute, Center For Contemporary Arts Santa Fe (w/

Review Santa Fe), The LAB, Adobe Bookstore and 

Gallery, Rise Japan, Living Arts Fund, SFMOMA 

Artists Gallery Warehouse Event, CAMFED Charity 

Auction, OFF-space, Coalition on Homelessness

BIOGRAPHY
Ari Salomon was born in Israel, raised in San 
Diego and now is based in San Francisco. He re-
ceived a B.A. from U.C. Santa Cruz in 1993 in Art 
History with a focus on contemporary art theory 
and photography. He is both a photographer and 
a graphic designer. 




